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A MessAge froM the LeAdership of AChieVe
Please join us in celebration that Spring has finally Sprung!

Many of you may be aware that March was Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month in New York State, offering a time for acknowledgement and celebrating of 
the many contributions and accomplishments made by people with intellectual and 
other developmental disabilities.  Individuals with disabilities hold responsible jobs, 
serve as dedicated volunteers, maintain productive lives in their communities, and 
are great neighbors, friends and citizens.  Together we celebrate their successes! 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who supported our 16th 
Annual Pin Crushing Bowling Tournament, including co-chairs Assemblymen 
Clifford Crouch and Gary Finch as well as community volunteers Bob Warner, Laurie 
Gialanella and Debbie Howard.  Your support and volunteerism helped us to exceed 
our goal this year!

To all of you who participated in our 2011 Annual Appeal, thank you.  You generous 
contributions and support are recognized and appreciated.  This year’s appeal 
recognized a 300% increase in revenue, with funds raised totaling more than $52,000 
in support of our many programs and services!

Finally, I would like to remind you that we are presently conducting our 2011 Annual 
Membership Campaign.  This year’s goal is 700 members, and I am pleased to say 
that we are quickly approaching that goal!  I would ask those of you who have not 
yet renewed your membership to please consider doing so by visiting our website at 
www.achieveny.org.  Please refer to the article on membership in this edition of the 
Beacon for more information on the many benefits membership has to offer.

As always, we thank you for your support of our agency and the individuals we serve.

125 Cutler Pond Road
Binghamton, New York 13905

Phone: 607.723.8361
Fax: 607.231.5311
E-mail: info@achieveny.org
www.achieveny.org
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News From…

New Jobs for CVI!
Written by Duwayne Caroway, Production Manager

As we move into spring, we are seeing some new jobs arrive, as well as a few 
which we have not had in quite some time. These include: Fuddy Duddy Candy – 
we are currently working on the second order at our Tioga Employment Center; 
iPad Cleaner – a shipment of 12,000 is being completed at our Lester Avenue 
Employment Center; and Penguin Books – we have completed over 8,000 books 
that required new UPC labels and have 12 more orders coming!

Just as we do with all of our current customers, it is important that we complete 
these jobs as requested and on time. So far, we have been doing well and the 
customers continue to send more work. It has added to the excitement at all sites 
to have new items to complete!

A New Partnership!
Written by Robyn Callaway, Sales and Marketing Manager

CVI has partnered with Sullivan Industries in Monticello, NY, to build travel kits 
and label travel bags for Target and the Dollar Stores. The travel kit is a small 
plastic zipper bag filled with shampoos and toiletries suitable for airplane travel. 
All three sites are working on these jobs and so far we’ve completed hundreds of 
kits and labeled thousands of bags!

CVI is also excited to expand our capabilities as we learn the art of blister pack 
from Sullivan Industries. In May, CVI began packaging cosmetics using a rotary 
blister pack machine with the goal of assembling 5,000 packs per day!

Rolling out new jobs is both challenging and exciting, but I know with our 
combined efforts that the CVI production teams will give our best and provide 
superior service to our customers and the people we serve!

In Memory of Jeff Cheslow
Written by Staci Traffas, Residence Manager

On March 24, 2011 Jeff lost his 
battle with cancer.  Jeff was 
surrounded by his ACHIEVE 
family who cared for him 
throughout his many years 
with the agency.  He was an 
inspiration to all of us who had 
the privilege to care for him 
during his valiant fight. He had 
endeared himself to the nursing 
staff at Wilson Hospital and they 
too became his extended family.  

Jeff was able to tell jokes and make us smile right up to 
his last days.  He was strong, thoughtful, caring, funny, 
helpful, a good friend/neighbor, collector of maps, 
Lego’s, Hot Wheels, a “computer guru”, construction 
fanatic, and chocoholic.

Jeff was born on April 1, 1953 and grew up in Brooklyn, 
NY.  He was predeceased by his mother, father and 
brother, Joe.  Jeff loved visiting his brother, Ed in NYC 
any chance he got.  His favorite time to visit NYC was at 
Thanksgiving, so he could attend the Macy’s Day Parade.  
He loved his family very much and even though they 
couldn’t be with him during his final hours, they called 
and spoke with him often.  Jeff was buried in a family 
plot in NYC with his mother, father and brother.  

ACHIEVE held a Celebration of Jeff’s life at Lester Ave on 
March 31, 2011.  During this celebration, many of Jeff’s 
friends, co-workers, and staff spoke about how much Jeff 
meant to them and how he touched their lives.  Balloons 
with attached messages were flown into the air after the 
celebration as a final farewell to a wonderful man.

Jeff will always be remembered for wishing staff a safe 
drive home during bad weather, a happy holiday no 
matter how big or small, or stopping by to tell us a 
joke. Jeff gave of himself and did not ask for anything in 
return.  He was a man of few words, but the words he did 
speak, spoke volumes! 

In true Jeff Cheslow form:  What illness did everyone on 
the Enterprise catch?  Chicken Spocks!

We all have a special angel watching over us!  We will 
miss you!
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A Big T h a n k  Yo u  to  a L L  of  Our  Corporate  Sponsors

BGM Foundation House of Trophies

Become a Member of ACHIEVE and join us at the…
2011 Annual Membership Meeting

for ACHIEVE, Country Valley Industies, Inc., and County Valley Community Residence, Inc.
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.

The Binghamton Club • 83 Front Street • Binghamton, NY
With Special Guest Speaker: Marc Brandt, Executive Director of NYSARC, Inc.

• Hors d’oevres to be served •
RSVP to Kim Slezak at 607.231.5271 or via email at: kslezak@achieveny.org on or before Friday, June 17, 2011

In Memory of Marlene Richmond
Written by Anne Marie Sieczkos, LMSW/Social Services Coordinator

Marlene Richmond Passed away on February 18, 2011. 
Marlene often spoke about the important people in 
her life – her mother and father; her brother, David; and 
her sister, Arlowene. She also spoke often of her trips 
to Black Lake, which she greatly enjoyed. She loved her 
cat and would tell you stories about her antics.  

Marlene was enrolled in ACHIEVE’S Day Habilitation 
Services Program since April 1, 1992.  She often spoke 
fondly of many of the staff and would ask you to add 
their names to the cards she enjoyed making.  Marlene 

loved to ask staff if they had any paper because she loved to make cards. If that 
person wasn’t able to give her any paper, she would try going to another staff.   
She never gave up trying.  Eventually, Marlene and all the staff knew she could 
get a piece of paper from the nurse who she visited daily.   

Marlene enjoyed the comfort of Core Room 6 and the activities that were 
provided to her. The only thing that Marlene wasn’t fond of was walking and 
going on community outings. Whenever you talked with Marlene, she would end 
the conversation with “I love you” and you could tell that she meant it because of 
her smile and the gleam in her eyes.   Even if you told her she meant “I like you,” 
she would say, “I love you.”  Marlene loved everyone and meant it.

We miss you everyday Marlene!
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In Memory of Gerald Henderson
Written by Roberta Vendetti, RN

Gerald “Jerry” Henderson passed away on 
March 11, 2011. Jerry came to ACHIEVE 
in 1978, starting out living in one of our 
residential homes, and eventually moving into 
Supportive Apartment Living.  Unfortunately, 
in 1995 Jerry was diagnosed with cancer and 
required a bone marrow transplant.  Jerry 
then went to live at Riverside Drive for awhile. 

With his drive and determination, however, he was able to 
return to the independence of Supportive Apartment Living 
after his treatments were completed.  Jerry eventually moved 
into the Helen Street IRA in 2006 where the staff took such 
wonderful care of him.   

Jerry had numerous health concerns as he got older that were 
a result of his cancer treatments. But this did not stop Jerry from 
wanting to go to work at CVI where he worked on assembling 
spring clips. Working was a passion for Jerry because he LOVED 
to get that paycheck! Jerry’s other passions included eating 
out and drinking soda. Jerry’s favorite restaurant was the Olive 
Garden.  He loved the large portions of food and would always 
take a doggie bag home of Chicken Alfredo to have for lunch 
the next day.  

I had the pleasure of taking Jerry to Florida for his 64th birthday. 
Jerry wanted to go to Disney World on his birthday and he got 
in for free that day. He was given a name tag, and many people 
wished him a “Happy Birthday” while at the park.  Jerry loved 
the attention he received at Magic Kingdom that day which 
was clear from the ear to ear smile on his face.  Jerry was noted 
for his t-shirts and he could not pass a store without asking 
to go in and buy one.  After the trip, Jerry would always ask 
me when we were going back because he loved the warmth 
and sunshine. I keep thinking that now Jerry is sitting under 
a palm tree drinking his soda and basking in the warmth! You 
will forever be missed Jerry!
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Line Dancing at Cutler Pond!
Written by Kathy McLeary, Recreation/Respite Coordinator

At the end of 2010, the Trustees 
of the NYSARC Trusts provided 
ACHIEVE with a $5,000 grant 
to provide new recreational 
opportunities for Chapter 
consumers. ACHIEVE created a 
Line Dancing class on Thursday 
afternoons with the emphasis on 
physical activity for individuals in 
our Residential Program.

The Line Dancing 
class is taught by 
Christina Price, 
a local dance 
instructor. To 
date, three of 
our Residential 
h o u s e s 

participate in the activity which is held in the cafeteria 
at our Cutler Pond Road location. And as the pictures 
indicate, everyone is having a fantastic time!

Greenhouse Unveiling
As you may recall, ACHIEVE was awarded a grant in 
2010 by the Community Foundation for South Central 
New York to purchase and construct a greenhouse for 
ACHIEVE’s Day Habilitation Program. 

This February, the Day Habilitation Program, with the 
help of Eric Yetter, Day Habilitation Program Coordinator, 
began purchasing pots, soil, and other needed materials 
to begin the greenhouse growing season. They 
started out small, planting a variety of herbs. After a 
few weeks, they began planting more and more, and 
the greenhouse is now full with many different herbs, 
vegetables, and other plants! In May, they began selling 
the plants at a local farmers market in partnership with 
the Binghamton Urban Farm. 

ACHIEVE will be holding a ribbon cutting ceremony 
on Thursday, June 23, 2011, at 11am to unveil the 
greenhouse and the plants that the participants in the 
Day Habilitation program have been working so hard to 
grow. We invite you to join us for this special occasion!

Pin Crushing Bowling Tournament
ACHIEVE hosted the 16th Annual Pin Crushing Bowling Tournament on 
Saturday, April 30th at Midway Lanes in Vestal. More than 350 bowlers and 
spectators came out to support the event which raised more than $12,500 
for Day Habilitation Services and the Growing Spaces, Improving Lives 
Building Rehabilitation and Expansion Project! 

Numerous gift baskets were raffled off, and a few lucky persons – Melonie 
Terboss, Carol Johnson, and Brandon Toro-Segarra – each walked away 
with more than $200 in cash from the 50/50 drawings! We would like to 
congratulate Janice Reap, Residence Aide at Chapin Street who won 
the Grand Prize of having Assemblymen Clifford Crouch and Gary Finch 
barbeque for her and 30 of her friends on her new Broil King Monarch 20 
Gas Grill donated by Warner’s Gas Service!

We would like to say Thank You to Assemblyman Clifford Crouch and 
Assemblyman Gary Finch for Co-Chairing the event again this year! Also, 
thank you to Bob Warner of Warner’s Gas Service for his generous donation 
of the gas grill, for emceeing the event, and for all of his hard work in helping 
to plan the event. In addition, thank you to Laurie Gialanella and Debbie 
Howard from the Assemblymen’s Offices for all of their hard work in also 
helping to plan the event. And, last but not least, thank you to all of the 
bowlers, volunteers, Corporate Sponsors and supporters! Without you, this 
event would not be possible!

LANE SPONSORS
Al and Sherry’s Sport Shop 
Binghamton Riverwalk Hotel
Brian K. Mather Agency 
Broome Bituminous Products
Burr Truck and Trailer Sales
Elk Mountain Ski Resort
Empire Attractions
Feduke Ford
Garland Gallery

Hanks Clothing for Men
Home Central
J.P. Reilly Construction
North Point Technology
Putnam Publishing
Scott Smith and Son
Sherriff Gary Howard
Tri-Town Fitness

2011 Membership Campaign
Dear Friends,

A few weeks ago you received a letter from us asking you to please renew your 
membership, or if you are not yet a member, to support ACHIEVE by becoming 
one. If you have already sent in your enrollment form to become a member of 
ACHIEVE, we thank you. If you have not yet become a member, you may be 
asking questions such as, “Why should I become a member of ACHIEVE? How 
does my membership help? “

Your membership gives us a louder and stronger voice that is heard by state 
legislators and national policy makers. It also helps to aid our advocacy efforts 
– a strong and growing membership is vital as we continue to advocate on 
behalf of our programs and services and the individuals and families who 
depend on us.

There are many challenges that lie ahead. But ACHIEVE was founded by 
family members who, faced by unthinkable challenges, were instrumental 
in establishing the very programs and services we have today. A strong and 
growing membership will help to continue to support the strong foundation 
we have built, and will need, to maneuver through these difficult economic 
times.

You are the key to our success. For just ten dollars – less than three cents a day 
– you can help ACHIEVE. Please support us. Sign up yourself, your friends, and 
your family members for a membership today.

Your membership matters.  Thank you!

Sincerely,

Mary Jo Thorn 
Chief Executive Officer

BCC Nursing 
Class Collects 
Donations for 
ACHIEVE
the BCC Nursing Class 
recently collected donations 
of Arts and Crafts supplies 
for AChieVe’s Children’s 
summer program and the 
day habilitation program. 
Class members Casey rivera, 
Christine sullivan, Michelle 
schoeller, Michelle Belensky, 
and Cathy goodstal delivered 
four large boxes of supplies 
to the agency on April 
18th. AChieVe would like 
to say thank you for their 
generosity, and wish them 
good luck in their studies!

Friends & Family 
Ice Cream Social
ACHIEVE hosted a Friends & Family 
Ice Cream Social on Thursday, 
March 24th at ACHIEVE’s Cutler 
Pond Road location in collaboration 
with Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month. More than 150 
people joined us for a fun-filled 
evening and to learn about ACHIEVE’s 
many programs and services. 
Information was also available on 
how to become an advocate for 
the agency and about ACHIEVE’s 
Trust Services and Planned Giving 
Opportunities.

Ice cream sundaes, popcorn and 
refreshments were served for all to 
enjoy. We would like to thank the 
Rocky Road Café, 959 Upper Front 
Street in Binghamton, for their 
generous donation of ice cream and 
sundae toppings. We would also like 
to thank all of our volunteers, and 
everyone who came out to the event. 
We hope to see you again next year!

Leave a Legacy
Many people believe that they lack sufficient assets to 
fund a trust or to include a charitable gift in their will. 
They assume that the joy of philanthropy and the 
tax advantages of a planned gift are privileges of the 
wealthy, not people like themselves. This is not true. 
Today, many people of all ages and backgrounds are 
making a difference in the lives of people they love, in 
their community and in their own lives.

To get started, think about why you would like to leave 
a gift. Maybe you or someone you know has been 
helped by ACHIEVE. Maybe you are an active volunteer 
or believe in the mission. You might want to leave a gift 
in memory of a loved one or for a specific use. 

ACHIEVE needs financial help from people like you in 
order to continue to carry out its mission – to provide 
leadership, advocacy and opportunities which enable 
persons with intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities and their families to enhance the quality of 
their lives. When you leave a legacy, through your will or 
through another charitable means, you make sure that 
programs and services continue to be there for those 
who need it.

If you would like to know more about ACHIEVE or 
would like additional information regarding Planned 
Giving Opportunities, please contact Amy Howard, 
Vice President Program Planning and Development at 
607.231.5260 or via email at ahoward@achieveny.org. 

AChieVe offers trUst serViCes
The ACHIEVE Foundation Trust is a Type “C” Supplemental 
Needs Trust created in accordance with federal and state 
companion laws pursuant to OBRA ’93.  This is a pooled 
Supplemental Needs Trust created for the benefit of 
people with disabilities, as defined by the Social Security 
Law. This type of irrevocable trust is funded with the 
assets of the individual with disabilities and may be 
established by an individual having capacity, a parent, 
grandparent, guardian or court.  

The ACHIEVE Foundation Trust enables an individual 
with a disability to create an irrevocable sub-account 
under the Trust and transfer assets into the account 
while remaining eligible to receive governmental 
benefits.  Without the option of a Supplemental Needs 
Trust, an individual could be forced to spend the majority 
of his or her assets in order to remain eligible to receive 
governmental benefits.  

If an individual with an intellectual or other 
developmental disability were to lose their governmental 
benefits (SSI and/or Medicaid), they would not have the 
funds necessary to cover the services needed for them, 
such as medical coverage or rent. The Trust is a tool 
for individuals who receive funds such as:  an outright 
inheritance, an award from a lawsuit, retroactive benefit 
payments, or income from other sources, to effectively 
transfer those assets while remaining fully eligible to 
receive governmental benefits.

For additional information regarding ACHIEVE’s 
Supplemental Needs Trust, please contact Sandy 
Radziwon, Chief Financial Officer at 607.231.5204 or via 
email at sradziwon@achieveny.org. 
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Follow us on 
Facebook!
follow AChieVe on facebook at  
www.facebook.com/achieveny! 
You’ll get the latest updates from 
AChieVe, and be able to interact 
with us! in addition, AChieVe 
is also on Causes! Become a 
member by visiting www.causes.
com/causes/496652. thank you 
for all of your support!

ACHIEVE Board Members Honored 
at Non-Profit Awards Luncheon
ACHIEVE is pleased to announce that Board President, Denis 
Wickham, has received a 2011 NonProfit Award for Board Leadership. 
Mr. Wickham has served on the ACHIEVE Board of Directors for 15 
years, and in 2010, during difficult economic times, led the agency 
in generating significant increases in the areas of membership, 
media exposure to promote community awareness, corporate 
sponsorships of agency events, and annual appeal funds.

ACHIEVE is also pleased to announce that Board Member, James 
Hayes, has received a 2011 NonProfit Award for Career Achievement. 
Mr. Hayes has served on the ACHIEVE Board of Directors for 40 
years, first joining the board in 1971 to work for more and better 
educational and day-program services for his son and others who 
have an intellectual or other developmental disability.

Sandy Haruk, Vice President Operations and Amy Howard, Vice 
President Program Planning and Development, accepted the 
awards on behalf of Mr. Wickham and Mr. Hayes at The Central 
Region Business Journal NonProfit Awards Luncheon in Syracuse 
on Monday, March 28, 2011. The NonProfit Awards celebrate the 
exceptional work done in our community by the vast number of 
nonprofit groups in Central New York, the Mohawk Valley Region, 
and Greater Binghamton.

Congratulations Denis and Jim!

16th ANNUAL

Federal Credit Union

ACHIEVE Board Member Named 
VoLUNteer of the YeAr
ACHIEVE is pleased to announce that Board Member, John Stevens, has been named the 2011 Volunteer of the Year by 
The Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Stevens works in community relations at Tioga State Bank, and 
serves on both the ACHIEVE Board of Directors as well as the ACHIEVE Foundation Board of Directors.

Mr. Stevens was honored Tuesday, May 17, 2011, at The Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce 47th Annual 
Dinner and Meeting held at the McKinley. During the awards presentation the Chamber noted:

John Stevens is an example of volunteerism at its best. John has been an active, supportive member of the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber since 2005, rapidly getting involved beyond just membership. John stepped up to become 
Chairperson of the Chamber’s Small Business Council, as well as a member of the Chamber’s Consolidation and 
Legislative Committees. 

Through his efforts, John has made our organization more effective in serving the Greater Binghamton community. 
John can be counted on to be at most, if not all, Greater Binghamton Chamber networking and educational events 
actively promoting the chamber and its members! 

Of course, John’s community involvement doesn’t stop at the Chamber. Other organizations also benefit from his 
enthusiasm, including the boards and committees of ACHIEVE, the ACHIEVE Foundation, the Broome County IDA and 
the United Way. These are in addition to being a member of the Tioga State Bank Broome Business Development Board, 
Ambassador at-large for the Tioga County Chamber and currently Tioga State Bank’s Community Relations Officer. 

The Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce is proud to name John Stevens as the 2011 Chamber Volunteer of the 
Year for his valuable time and sincere efforts not only with our Chamber, but in the community as well.

ACHIEVE congratulates Mr. Stevens on this tremendous honor! 


